
 
 

                                BondCote Roofing Systems Meet Back-to-School Challenge
  

 
 
 
 

“Not every roofing 

manufacturer could 

meet these stringent 

requirements.  But 

BondCote did.” 
 

-Tony Whittle, TL Roofing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two middle schools, seven 

elementary schools and a high school 

make up the Durango, Colorado School 

System. 

But Durango is growing so rapidly, 

all the schools are over-crowded.  Jim 

Federico, Director of Facilities and 

Planning, is in charge of all new 

constructions and remodeling for the 

entire Durango School district.  

According to Jim, “We had to get this 

new middle school done on time. It had 

to be ready for the 1994-1995 school 

year.” 

    “Durango suffers extreme temperature 

swings.  It could be 30 degrees in the 

morning and 80 degrees in the afternoon.  

A 40-degree swing in matter of hours is 

not unusual.  We’ve had over 120 inches 

of snow.  Besides, there’s a terrible UV 

problem. 

“Most roofing materials have no 

memory.  They simply fall part.  Over 

the years, we’ve had plenty of experience 

with roofing problems, and have used a 

variety of roofing membranes.  For this 

project, the BondCote Roofing System 

was suggested, and we decided to try it.” 

The field architect, David 

Hieronymus, from L.K.A. Partners, Inc. 

said, “The schedule is ‘fast track’, but 

anytime you’re faced with the challenge 

of building a brand-new, state-of-the-art, 

high-technology middle school in ten 

months, you know it’s going to be tough. 

“The school district demanded rigid 

deadlines, even built in performance 

penalties and incentives.  The whole 

team recognized that the building had to 

be closed-in quickly in order to let other 

trades finish their work.  This was not an 

easy project.”   

David Continued, “This middle 

school respects the past.  It’s named for 

the Spanish Explorer Escalante who 

walked through the Animas Valley along 

the river.  That’s why we were careful to 

reflect the Southwest culture in the color 

schemes and orientation of the building.   

“But we also wanted to look ahead 

into the future.  For example, this school 

will be tied into the Internet Information 

Highway. Each of the three neighbor-

hood pods (6th, 7th, and 8th grades) are 

designed to be completely flexible so that 

you can have a team teaching or 
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individual instruction, built-in video 

within the classroom, and media 

retrieval.  

“Notice that the roof is visible from 

some areas - it has to look good as well 

as perform.   

“The owner got the roof warranty he 

wanted in the time allowed.  But just to 

shave a little time, there was no way we 

would sacrifice long-term performance 

and quality.” 

    Tom Davidson, the project supervisor 

for Baldwin Construction of Fort Collins, 

Colorado, the general contractor, had 

used BondCote Roofing on Mercy 

Medical Hospital before.  “I really like 

the way it performed, so I recommended 

BondCote.” 

    Tony Whittle of TL Roofing pointed 

out, “Energy savings are very important 

to the Durango School System.  While 

the codes don’t specify white roofing 

material, they do specify R-Values.  The 

school districts have already achieved 

tremendous savings in their retrofit 

projects.  Because they monitor the 

results, we’ve been able to prove three-

year paybacks for the insulation 

investment. 

“Beyond insulation concerns, we 

had to address the design of this school  

 

structure. It had radius walls, multiple 

levels, tapered insulation.  Sure, we’ve  

done all this kind of work before, but 

never under such a tight timetable.  Not 

every roofing manufacturer could meet 

these stringent requirements.  But 

BondCote did. 

    “We knew the BondCote Roofing 

system was easy to lay down and install 

no matter what the weather.  We knew 

that BondCote would provide the 

inventory we needed when we needed it.  

But most of all, BondCote was able to 

provide the technical support and interim 

inspections when required.  Joe Schwetz 

from the BondCote Western Regional 

Office came out three times.  He stayed 

for two or three days to assure that each 

section as it was completed was accepted 

and passed.  We passed our ‘final exam’, 

and got 100% warranty on every one of 

the sections.  BondCote was always 

prompt in providing the technical 

service, the support and backup that we 

needed.  That’s one of the reasons why 

this tough project is on schedule and 

within budget. 

“BondCote consistently met all our 

needs”, exclaimed Tony. 

 

Roofing Specifications: 

 
Project: 
Escalante Middle School 
Durango, Colorado 
 
 
Square Footage of the Roof: 
108,000 sq. ft. 
 
Membrane:  BondCote Fabric-
Reinforced NBP Thermoplastic Single-
Ply Roofing System 
 
 
Insulation:  2.7” isocyanurate minimum 
 
Attachment System: 
Mechanically attached with BondCote’s 
heavy-duty corrosion-resistant fasteners: 
all seams hot air welded. 
 
 
Project Team: 
 
Owner:  Durango, Colorado School 
System 
 
Owner’s Representative:  James 
Federico 
 
Architect:  David Hieronymus, The 
L.K.A. Partners, Inc. Colorado Springs, 
Colorado 
 
Roofing Contractor:  TL Roofing, Inc., 
Durango, Colorado 
 
General Contractor:  Baldwin 
Construction, Inc. Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
Roofing Manufacturer: 
BondCote Roofing Systems 
 
BondCote Technical Advisor:  Joe 
Schwetz 
 

 
 

BondCote Corporation 
4090 Pepperell Way 
Dublin, VA, 24084 
1-800-368-2160 


